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UNIVERSITY STUDENT IS AMPUTEE BUT NOT HANDICAPPED state + cs +
by Cary E. Holmquist 
UM Information Services
MISSOULA--
Daniel M. Moudree, Tos t o n , a part-time sports and news photographer and full-time student 
at the University of Montana in Missoula, has only one arm, yet he's more active than many 
people who have two arms.
Moudree's left arm was amputated at the shoulder in 1967 as a result of injuries from 
an intense electrical shock he sustained when he touched an electrical line atop a power 
pole. He had climbed the pole, located on his parents' ranch near T o s t o n , to get a better 
view of the ranch while looking for his horse.
After several months of recovery, Moudree returned to a normally active life, including 
skiing, which he has enjoyed since age 7. He hasn't let the loss of an arm bother him.
Instead he uses his ingenuity and right arm for the work of two. For example, he bowls 
(has a 175 average), plays pool, types, swims and takes photographs.
Moudree was involved in competitive high school football and track until he was 
halted by a sprained back. The sprain was caused by an imbalance of muscles on the right 
side of his back developing more than the muscles on his left side. Although he no longer 
participates in competitive sports, he keeps in shape with his activities and a program 
of physical fitness.
"I have had two prostheses (artificial limbs), but I didn't like either of them, and 
I doubt I would wear another," Moudree said. He occasionally wears a weighted shoulder 
pad over his left shoulder to keep his back straight.
"I don't feel that my amputation is a problem," Moudree said. "It is more of an asset 
because I have to be more organized than other people."
-more-
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M o udree said that doi n g  things that are too easy for oth e r  p e o p l e  are m o r e  o f  a 
c h a llenge to him. "I learned to tie my shoes w h e n  I was in the eigh t h  grade, and that 
tic k l e d  m e ,” he said.
A sophomore in pre-business at UM, Moudree is studying computer science, economics, 
typing and accounting to complete prerequisites for entering the UM School of Business 
Administration. He plans to make real estate brokerage his career after graduating from UM.
Along with his studies at UM, Moudree is a photographer for UM Information Services 
through the federal work study program. During the 1976-77 basketball season he photographed 
the action at UM Grizzlies' home basketball games. He also photographs portraits and 
events at UM for news releases and feature news stories.
Moudree started taking photographs in the eighth grade for his junior high school 
basketball team. He was a film and television major with a photography option when he 
attended Montana State University in Bozeman during his freshman year in college.
When he transferred to UM in the spring of 1976, Moudree changed his major but began 
studying photography from Lee Nye, a free lance photographer in M i s s o u l a . Moudree will 
continue studying under Nye through University Center (,UC) courses offered through the UC 
Programming Services during the 1977 UM spring quarter.
"Photography is a very personal thing with me," Moudree said. "There's so much of me 
behind each picture--a viewer only sees the picture, but I know it."
He has a unique one-handed technique with a camera effective for both action and still 
photography. Moudree also develops film and prints black and white photographs as part of 
his job at UM Information Services.
Until a few years ago, Moudree was an avid hunter and accurate marksman. Now he 
prefers to "shoot" with a camera instead of a rifle or crossbow. Always an outdoor 
enthusiast, he has set his sights high for his latest goal, that of learning to fly an 
airplane and perhaps even hang gliding--with a trusty right hand.
Moudree is son of Mr. and Mrs. Herman L. Moudree, rural Toston.
